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Introduction:-
Poverty Is the Lack of Basic Human Needs, Such As Clean Water, Nutrition, Health Care, Education, Clothing and Shelter, Because of the Inability to Afford Them. This Is Also Referred to As Absolute Poverty or Destitution. Relative Poverty Is the Condition of Having Fewer Resources or Less Income Than Others Within a Society or Country, Or Compared to Worldwide Averages. About 1.7 Billion People Live in Absolute Poverty; Before the Industrial Revolution, Poverty Had Mostly Been the Norm.
The Claim That Industrial Activity Reduces Poverty Is Disputable. Poverty Could Be Defined in Terms of Quality of Life. A Child Needs No Capital If Everything They Need Is in Their Environment, And the Environment Is Not Contaminated. Likewise, If People Have a Quality of Life, A Safe, Uncontaminated Environment, And Freedom From Being Harmed and Used by Others; Then the Need for Capital Is Superfluous. Such People Need Not Be Considered to Be in Poverty. Industrial Systems Can Produce a Surplus, When the Costs of Environmental Damages Are Externalized (Paid by Others). But This Surplus Is Distributed Disproportionately, By Design. The Poverty of Today Is Directly Attributable to Such Activity. When Prosperity Is Defined As Prosperity for a Small Percentage of Human Beings, And That Prosperity Is Based On Exploitation of Natural Resources and Other People; We Have a Mechanism That Creates Poverty; Especially As Resources Are Exhausted by Consumption and the People Being Used Lose Their Land, Their Assets, And Their Livelihoods and Are Considered Homeless, Worthless, And Shiftless. Statistical Analysis That Uses the Mean (Average) Instead of the Mode (The Value That Occurs Most Frequently in a Given Set of Data), Is Not Helpful with Respect to Understanding What Is Actually Going On.
Poverty Reduction has Historically Been a Result of Economic Growth As Increased Levels of Production, Such As Modern Industrial Technology, Made More Wealth Available for Those Who Were Otherwise Too Poor to Afford Them. Also, Investments in Modernizing Agriculture and Increasing Yields Is Considered the Core of the Antipoverty Effort, Given Three-Quarters of the World's Poor Are Rural Farmers.
Today, Economic Liberalization Includes Extending Property Rights, Especially to Land, To the Poor, And Making Financial Services, Notably Savings, Accessible. Inefficient Institutions, Corruption and Political Instability Can Also Discourage Investment. Aid and Government Support in Health, Education and Infrastructure Helps Growth by Increasing Human and Physical Capital.

According to World Development Report 2000/2001 States That Poverty Is a Pronounced Deprivation in Well-Being. The Voices of Poor People Bear Eloquent Testimony to It's Meaning. To Be Poor Is to Be Hungry, To Lack Shelter and Clothing, To Be Sick and Not to Be Cared For, To Be Illiterate and Not Schooled. The Report Accepts the Now Traditional View of Poverty As Encompassing Not Only Material Deprivation (Measured by an Appropriate Concept of Income or Consumption) But Also Low Achievements in Education and Health. The Report Also Broadens the Notion of Poverty to Include Vulnerability and Exposure to Risk – And – Voicelessness and Powerlessness. All These Forms of Deprivation Severely Restrict What Amartya Sen. Calls the Capabilities That a Person Has, That Is, The Substantive Freedom He or She Enjoys to Lead the Kind of Life He or She Values. This Broader Approach to Deprivation, By Giving a Better Characterization of the Experience of Poverty, Increases Understanding of It's Causes. This Deeper Understanding Brings to the Fore More Areas of Action and Policy On the Poverty Reduction Agenda.

Poverty Statics in India/
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Why Should Poverty Be a Universal Concern?
Poverty Cannot Be a Concern for Only the Government. It Is an Issue, Which Deserves Attention of the Entire Society at Large. Poverty Needs to Be a Universal Concern On Account of the Following Considerations:
If the Disparity Between the Haves and Have-Nots Exceeds a Minimum Level, It Could Create a Social Unrest. There Is Evidence in History to This Effect.
The Human Development Report (1997) States,
“the Progress in Human Development and in Eradicating Poverty has Often Been Won Through Uprisings and Rebellions Against States That Have Advanced the Interests of the Economically Powerful While Tolerating Rigid Class Divisions, Unbearable Economic Conditions and Human Suffering and Poverty. History Is Marked by Uprisings and Rebellions Sparked by Poverty. English Peasants Revolted Against an Impoverishing Poll Tax in 1381. German Peasants Rose Up Against Their Feudal Overlords in Opposition to the Serfdom. In 1524. Among Developing Countries, India has a Long Tradition of Peasants Movement. As Far Back As the 17th and 18th Centuries, When the British East India Company Ruled India, Peasants Rose Up Against Their British Landlords. Full-Scale Revolutions Have Their Roots in People’s Reaction to Poverty and Economic Injustice. Spontaneous Uprisings Instigated the French Revolution in 1789, The Revolutionary Movements Throughout Europe in 1848 And the Bolshevik Revolution in 1917.The Wars of Independence in Africa and Asia in the 19th and 20th Centuries Were Not Only an Expression of Nationalism- They Were Also a Struggle Against Economic and Social Injustice. The Civil Rights Movement in the United States in the 1960’s Too Was a Struggle for Economic and Social Emancipation - At Times Resulting in Violence Despite the Pacifist Philosophy of It's Leader, Martin Luther King, Jr. Some Strides in Reducing Poverty Since 1960, Have Been Gradual and Peaceful As with the Formation of Welfare States in Industrial Countries and the Reduction of Infant Mortality, The Increase in Life Expectancy and Other Achievements in Developing Countries.” History Provides Evidence Enough to Deduce That Any Society Should Not Be Stretched Beyond Limits That It Reaches a Point Where Only a Revolution Could Bring About a Change. Such a Stage Is Accompanied by Violence, Turbulence and Lot of Social Unrest. If the Entire Social Fabric Decays, Then What Good Are the Scientific Achievements and Material Wealth If the Very Survival of Life Becomes Questionable?
To Promote Social Progress and Raise the Standard of Living Within the Wider Concept of Freedom, International Human Rights Law- As Enshrined in the Un Charter, The Universal Declaration of Human Rights and Other Treaties and Declarations, Recognizes Economic and Social Rights, With the Aim of Attacking Poverty and It's Consequences. Among These Rights Are an Adequate Standard of Living, Food, Housing, Education, Health, Work, Social Security and a Share in the Benefits of Social Progress.
Who Are Poor?????


Causes of Poverty in India:-
· Anti Globalization Policies Which Restricted Foreign Direct Investment
· Off the Charts Reliance On Public Sector Enterprises Characterized by Overstaffing and Lack of Incentives
· Defense of Capital Intensive Choice of Techniques Which Led to Tolerance of Huge Public Sector Performing Badly
· An Overwhelming Expansion of Direct Controls
· Lack of Basic Education
· Population
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Programme Run by Goi to Reduce Poverty
India’s Anti Poverty Strategy Comprises of a Wide Range of Poverty Alleviation and Employment Generation Programmes, Many of Which Have Been in Operation for Several Years. Some of the Anti Poverty Programmes Operational in India Are:
· Integrated Rural Development Programme (Irdp)
· Training of Rural Youth for Self Employment (Trysem)
· The Programme of Development of Women and Children in Rural Areas (Dwrca)
· Jawahar Rozgar Yojana (Jry)
· Employment Assurance Scheme (Eas)
· Million Wells Scheme(Mws)
· National Social Assistance Programme
· Swarna Jayanti Shahari Rozgar Yojana (Sjsry)
· Prime Minister’s Rozgar Yojana (Pmry)
· Mahatma Gandhi Rural Employment Guarantee Act (Mnrega) 2008
· Public Distribution Scheme (Pds)
· Microfinance Institutions
· Financial Inclusion
· Information and Communication Technology (Ict’s)

The Data Drawn From the Ministry of Rural Areas and Employment and Other Concerned Departments (Economic Survey 1998-99, Ministry of Industry, Govt. Of India) Indicates a Large Gap Between Targets Set for Various Schemes and the Achievement. In Many Cases It Is Even Less Than 50 Per Cent. In Such a State of Affairs, The Desired Objectives Are Difficult to Achieve. Hence There Is a Need for People Themselves Getting Involved in the Poverty Alleviation Programs.

The Integrated Rural Development Programme (Irdp):-
The Integrated Rural Development Programme (Irdp), Introduced in Selected Blocks in 1978-79 And Universalised From 2 October 1980 Has Provided Assistance to Rural Poor in the Form of Subsidy and Bank Credit for Productive Employment Opportunities Through Successive Plan Periods. Subsequently, Training of Rural Youth for Self Employment (Trysem), Development of Women and Children in Rural Areas (Dwcra), Supply of Improved Tool Kits to Rural Artisans (Sitra) And Ganga Kalyan Yojana (Gky) Were Introduced As Sub-Programmes of Irdp to Take Care of the Specific Needs of the Rural Population. These Schemes Were, However, Implemented As ‘stand Alone Programmes’, An Approach Which Substantially Detracted From Their Effectiveness. The Mid-Term Appraisal of the Ninth Plan Had Indicated That These Sub-Programmes “presented a Matrix of Multiple Programmes Without Desired Linkages”. The Programme Suffered From Sub Critical Investments, Lack of Bank Credit, Over-Crowding in Certain Projects and Lack of Market Linkages. The Programme Was Basically Subsidy Driven and Ignored the Processes of Social Intermediation Necessary for the Success of Self-Employment Programmes. A One-Time Provision of Credit Without Follow-Up Action and Lack of a Continuing Relationship Between Borrowers and Lenders Also Undermined the Programme’s Objectives.
Wage Employment Programmes:-
Wage Employment Programmes, An Important Component of the Anti-Poverty Strategy, Have Sought to Achieve Multiple Objectives. They Not Only Provide Employment Opportunities During Lean Agricultural Seasons but Also in Times of Floods, Droughts and Other Natural Calamities. They Create Rural Infrastructure Which Supports Further Economic Activity. These Programmes Also Put an Upward Pressure On Market Wage Rates by Attracting People to Public Works Programmes, Thereby Reducing Labour Supply and Pushing Up Demand for Labour. While Public Works Programmes to Provide Employment in Times of Distress Have a Long History, Major Thrust to Wage Employment Programmes in the Country Was Provided Only After the Attainment of Self-Sufficiency in Food Grains in the 1970s. The National Rural Employment Programme (Nrep) And Rural Landless Employment Guarantee Programmes (Rlegp) Were Started in the Sixth and Seventh Plans.

Jawahar Rozgar Yojana/jawahar Gram Samridhi Yojana:-
The Nrep and Rlegp Were Merged in April 1989 Under the Jawahar Rozgar Yojana (Jry). The Jry Was Meant to Generate Meaningful Employment Opportunities for the Unemployed and Underemployed in Rural Areas Through the Creation of Economic Infrastructure and Community and Social Assets. Initially, The Jry Also Included the Indira Awas Yojana (Iay) And the Mws. Both These Schemes Were Made Into Independent Schemes in 1996. Under Jry, 73,764.83 Lakh Mandays of Employment Were Generated Till 1998-99 Employment Generation Progressively Declined Over the Years, Partly Due to Lower Central Allocations in the Ninth Plan and Partly Due to the Increasing Cost of Creating Employment. The Works Taken Up Under Jgsy Have Not Been Comprehensively Evaluated for Their Quality and Employment Potential. Initial Reports From the States, However, Indicates That Since Every Village Panchayat has to Be Covered by the Scheme, Many Panchayats Get Less Than Rs. 10,000 Per Annum. Except for States Like Kerala, West Bengal and Orissa, Where Village Panchayats Cover Large Areas and Get Substantial Funds Under the Scheme, In Other States Most Panchayats Get Less Than Rs. 50,000 Per Annum. Benefits to the Sc/sts and the Disabled Have to Be Earmarked. In Addition, The Administrative Expenses of the Panchayat and Expenditure On Assets Already Created Are to Be Met From Jgsy Funds. In Effect, Panchayats Are Left with Very Little Money to Take Up Meaningful Infrastructure Projects.

Employment Assurance Scheme:-
The Employment Assurance Scheme (Eas) Was Launched On 2 October 1993 Covering 1,778 Drought-Prone, Desert, Tribal and Hill Area Blocks. It Was Later Extended to All the Blocks in 1997-98. The Eas Was Designed to Provide Employment in the Form of Manual Work in the Lean Agricultural Season. The Works Taken Up Under the Programme Were Expected to Lead to the Creation of Durable Economic and Social Infrastructure and Address the Felt-Needs of the People. The Scheme Prohibited Construction of Buildings for Religious Purposes, Monuments, Memorials, Welcome Gates, Panchayat Buildings, Government Office Buildings and Buildings for Higher Secondary Schools and Colleges. It Also Provided for Maintenance of Assets Created in the Past Under the Scheme. Initially, The Scheme Was Demand-Driven but From 1999, Resources Were Allocated to States Based On the Incidence of Poverty. The Eas Is a Centrally-Sponsored Scheme, With the Centre Providing 75 Per Cent of the Funds and the States 25 Per Cent. The Zilla Parishads and Panchayat Samitis Were the Implementing Agencies. Annexure 3.2.I Provides Details of the Physical and Financial Performance of the Scheme During the Eighth and Ninth Plan Periods. While 10,719.59 Lakh Mandays of Employment Were Generated During the Eighth Plan, 4,717.74 Lakh Mandays of Employment Were Generated in the First Year of the Ninth Plan. Employment Generation Went Down in Subsequent Years. The Allocations Between 1999-2000 And 2001-02 Were Also Lower Than the First Two Years of the Ninth Plan Because Watershed Projects Taken Up for Implementation Under the Eas Before April 1999 Were Transferred to Integrated Wasteland Development Programme (Iwdp).




Social Security Programmes:-
Democratic Decentralisation and Centrally Supported Social Assistance Programmes Were Two Major Initiatives of the Government in the 1990s. The National Social Assistance Programme (Nsap), Launched in August 1995 Marks a Significant Step Towards Fulfillment of the Directive Principles of State Policy. The Nsap has Three Components:
· National Old Age Pension Scheme (Noaps);
· National Family Benefit Scheme (Nfbs);
· National Maternity Benefit Scheme (Nmbs).

The Nsap Is a Centrally-Sponsored Programme That Aims at Ensuring a Minimum National Standard of Social Assistance Over and Above the Assistance That States Provide From Their Own Resources. The Noaps Provides a Monthly Pension of Rs. 75 To Destitute Bpl Persons Above the Age of 65. The Nfbs Is a Scheme for Bpl Families Who Are Given Rs. 10,000 In the Event of the Death of the Breadwinner. The Nmbs Provides Rs. 500 To Support Nutritional Intake for Pregnant Women. In Addition to Nsap, The Annapurna Scheme Was Launched From I April 2000 To Provide Food Security to Senior Citizens Who Were Eligible for Pension Under Noaps but Could Not Receive It Due to Budget Constraints. The Scheme Seeks to Cover 20 Per Cent of Persons Eligible for Noaps. These Beneficiaries Are Given 10 Kg of Food Grains Per Month Free of Cost.
Issues of Concern for Implementation Poverty Alleviation Programmes
Rural Poverty Alleviation Programmes Were Revamped and Re-Focused During the Ninth Plan to Increase Their Effectiveness. Programmes That Provide Self-Employment and Wage Employment to the Poor Would Be Implemented with Greater Vigour During the Tenth Plan.

1. Sgsy Would Provide Opportunities for Self Employment to the Rural Poor. The Programme Would Shift to a Process-Oriented Approach in Four Stages.
· Social Mobilisation for Formation of Self Help Groups;
· Savings Among the Group and Internal Lending Among It's Members and Provision of a Revolving Fund;
· Micro Finance;
· Micro-Enterprise Development.

2. Network of Institutions That Promote the Self Help Movement Would Be Created During the Plan Period. Partnership Would Be Forged Between Ngos and Other Community-Based Organisations, Government Agencies and Other Financial Institutions. There Would Be a System of Identifying and Training Local Facilitators.

3. Key Activities Would Be Planned to Respond to the Needs of the Area. Training Programmes for Beneficial Linkages with Training Institutions Would Be Forged Greater Attention Would Be Paid to Marketing. Rural Haats/markets at the Taluka/district Level Would Be Set Up for Display of Products Linkages Will Be Developed with Private Channels, Industrial Enterprises and Export Houses for Higher Value Realisation for Sgsy Groups.

4. Special Attention Would Be Paid to Provide Technical Support for Upgrading Technology
And Standardisation of Products. Use of Information and Communication Technology Would Be Promoted During the Plan Period in This Regard.

5. The Sgry Would Be the Single Wage Employment Programme. The Programme
Would Have Three Streams Which Would Seek to Address the Need of Rural Infrastructure at the Village Level, Ensure Guaranteed Employment of at Least 100 Days in Areas Facing Chronic Unemployment/migration and Provide Relief in Natural Calamities Such As Floods, Droughts, Earthquakes and Other Contingencies. The Projects Under Sgry Would Be Chosen with a View to Taking Up Schemes That Enlarge the Scope for Increased Economic Activity.

6. Access to Land Will Be an Important Element in the Poverty Alleviation Strategy. Tenancy Reforms, Record of Rights of Land Owners and Tenants, Computerisation of Land Records, Prevention of Alienation of Tribal Lands, And Issue of Land Rights for Women Will Be the Major Tenets of the Land Reform Agenda.

7. The Promotion of a Movement Which Enhances Social Capital and Forges Linkages with Other Formal and Informal Stakeholders Engaged in Developmental Activities Would Be a Major Thrust During the Plan. Pris Have Created a Space for the Involvement of the Community in Governance. There Is a Need to Provide Greater Attention to Effective Empowerment of Pris. The Government Recognises the Necessity of Building Capabilities at the Local Levels for Planning, Implementation and Monitoring of Development Programmes. These Would Be Undertaken On a Large Scale During the Plan Period.
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